JAMES CLARK 1857-=1927

James Clark was born on the 18th April 1857, in the

clachan (hamlet) of Auchindoir, Aberdeenshire. No trace

of Auchindoir now remains. It was in a remote part of
the shire, near to Banffshire. As a child he could see
on the skyline the remote-and dangerous Cairn Gorm moun-
tains, and wondered if anyone would ever take him to climb
them. The nearest town was Lumsden. Also close by,
where he and his friends used to play, were the ruins of
Ki%ﬂrummy Castle, a distant outpost to which Bruce sent
his wife for safety during the English wars. Not much
now remains of the ruins, but they contain a very fine
Decorated Style chapel window. Fourteenth century
Scotland was not so primitive as is sometimes supposed.
His father was a farmer and timber contractor on a
fairly large scale, but was brought into considerable
difficulties by a prolonged and costly lawsuit. James
Clark was about the youngest of his family, oresumably
born late in life to my grandfather who must alsc have
been the youngest son of his family. Otherwise there
can be no explanation of the astonishing fact that two
of my great-uncles served in the Peninsular War and
fought in the appalling siege of Badajoz in 1812, after
which the British Army disgraced itself. The family
had vivid recollections of a famine in 1811, when they

had to resort to the ancient practice of bleeding the




cattle for foods

Of the family possessions there also remains (kept by
Bernard Clark) a long manuscript dated 1804, simply and
very clearly written, on the princivles of accounting, as
understood at that time, A professor of accounting to
whom it was submitted said that he thought that it might
represent the notes of someone enraged in teachine the
subiject.,

Of the remoter ancestry of the family little is
Known.,. There is a tradition that our ancestors fought

at Culloden with Prince Charles's army in 1746. One

.

knﬂhn ancestor was Cluny MacPherson, who was adjudged by

an 18th Century nobleman the winner in all Scotland of
a prize for manly beauty.

"Here's bonny braw health to the muckle black De'il

That's danced awa' with the Exciseman",
and there are other references in Scottish folk songs
to resentment against the excise on whisky, which was
indeed an unjust tax on one of the few recreations of a
poor country with a cold climate, Illicit distilling
enjoyed full popular support, James Clark told me
that in his young days, in the 1860's and 1870's, the
remoter glens on Speyside were full of illicit stills.
But as late as 1920 he still kept among his possessions
the spiral copper tube ("worm") which is a necessary

part of a still, possession of which, he remarked to me,




. was illegal, I do not know what happened to it eventually,
but I have a strong feeling that our ancestors had some
connection with unexcised distilling.

Upbringing was harsh, with ''the buckle end of a

strap'. James Clark's mother was Margaret Cruickshank,

: one of the not inconsiderable number of Scottish people

of those days who had seen the fairies. He had a brother
William who was close to him (may have been a twin), who

also emigrated to Australia, and died young. The eldest

; of the family, Mary, married Dr. MacDonald of Invermossat,
Aberdeenshire. rShe was the only other survivor and lived
tﬂ-fhe 1920's, He had an old grandmother (I am not sure
on which side) who spoke to him only in Gaelic, and could
not speak English. At the Presbyterian Church, where
ﬁﬁtﬁgganae was strict, the congregation sat through a
1ﬂngaﬁﬁrmgn delivered twice, once in English and once in

Gaelice Some contemporary stories indicate that Scottish

congregations took a keen interest in the finer points of

.,plﬂ and listened closely and critically to sermons.

1t of an old woman smoking her pipe at her cottage
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‘beetle wio betrayed Christ to his captors in

n of Gethsemane.
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The hay was still mown by hand. Once when 1 was

scything he reminded me that he remembered the mowers

; - standing their whetstones in jugs of water.

But hand-threshing with flails was giving place
to steam=driven threshers, which travelled slowly,
unde . their own steam vower, from farm to farm,
Indeed these lasted until the appearance of combine
harvesters in the 1920's. But when the first steam
-,%:T thresher anneared in this part of Aberdeenshire the

boys were fascinated by it, and followed it wherever
it wents
'The.Francu-Prussian war of 1870 caused a rreat
stir. It avpears that Scotland was very pro-German,
=ﬁbmﬁ&@5-nn.religinus grounds. Travelling salesmen

went round selling coloured handkerchiefs printed

with portraits of successful Prussian generals.,
j@ng-bthgad friend bore the extraordinary names

'q,%ﬁﬁéﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂe_Tiranus McGuire Mearns. He belonged to

=

_PP%&%ﬂﬂigéﬁgﬁhnlig'minnrity Living in that nart of

‘deenshire, with the nearest nriest a preat

nce away. Wiien the child was born, in winter,
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But bad weather set in, and so he
the emergency “rovisions, as he was en-
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er set out to cross the mountains to have the
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A .:lose friend was James Meston, who went to

Aberdeen University and then to Cambridge, achieving

high distinction in the Mathematics Tripos, then

winning a place in the Indian Civil Service (in

those days much more sourht after than the llome Civil
Service)e. James Clark went to visit him in Cambridge
(nresumably before he sailed to Australia in 1¢78) and

they went to drink whisky in the Bull Hotel (an old

S =

building now incorrorated into Kiang's Collese).

But Meston had to keep a sharp look-out to make sure
“sthat there were no proctors around. Meston rose
in the service and about 1915 was aprointed
E&ﬁyinﬂial Governor of the United Provinces of Agna
aand Oudh (now Ultar Pradesh), a very hirh rank in
those days. Long afterwards I found his name still
&%?ﬁﬁmﬁéﬁad.in India as a just and capable administrator.
fﬂi;ﬁﬁﬁﬁraﬁ in 1921, and became a director of numcrous
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panies. When James Clark died in 1927 he hnelped

the family with a generous loan. In 1929 he offered
s s
1eth a post in the Calcutia Electric Suprly Comvany
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a larpge suu for the 1870's - to secure him such em-

ployment. He lodred in Govan. He attended evening
classes in French - wnich was then very much the
international lanpguace - given by k. Chardenal, who
claimed that his textbooks were used in Oxford and
Cambridpges

At the time it seemed quite nrobable that sritain
would become invclved in the Russo=Turkish war of
1876-77 (on the Turkish side). In the words of thé
vulgar music-=hall sonz of the time =
e don't want to fisht, but by Jingo! if

we do we've got the ships, we've got the

'I"I'l

men, we've got the money too -----------

The Russians shall not have Constantironlea"

A call was sent out for volunte-rs to undergo

It o l’l' ___.:l e
-L‘ﬂmgﬁﬁﬁﬁim@ training to reinforce the EBritish army, and
0 h ‘-_I..
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~ James Clark was one of the recruits. Their officers

‘he was zelected Lo open a branch in
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Townsville, at the unheard-of salary of £600. Situ-

ated in tropical Queensland, Townsville 1is now a

& large and prosperous city, but was very much the end
of the world in 1878, The firm decided to start a
branch there because a (temrorarily) highly
productive pgold field had been discovered in 1877
at Charters Towers, some 60 miles inland, all of
whose traffic went throurh Townsville seanort,

Townsville got its unusual name from Robert quna,
a prosperous Sydney merchant, who was engaged 1in

_ "plackbirding". Cotton and sugarcane cultivation
2 sl ]
had recently begun in Queensland, und it was taken
Pl :
for sranted that white men could not do heavy fLeld
BENENS v
- work in the tropics (in fact they eajoy very good
g O
?ﬁ'%ﬂ?gq-ﬂarking, if tkey are careful about
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- hygiene, and keep off the spirits). But in the
I,ﬂwi,ihﬁa“ . _
;@E%ﬁﬁuﬁﬂlmiwatnrﬁ relied on '"blackbirding", which
. Ny T AW Faid

.

| % form of slave-raiding. The

gfﬁ%gﬁWﬁﬁipﬁ.gﬁaﬁ to visit Polynesian and
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rs seeing them land -

S Fﬁﬂﬁﬂfﬁﬂﬁlﬁ noses'" and




despised the efforts of missionaries who endeavoured to

speak to ttem (likewise the missionaries who preached
to t. Australian aborigines). Ile had looked on
ﬁrthndﬁx Scottish Calvinism with some amusen=snt, in-
cludingz the rhymed versions of the 0ld Testament some-
times in use:-
"ind Jacob made for hris wee Josie
A tartan coat to keep him cosy
i And whit for no? It was nae harm
- To keep the lad baith saff and warm."
For many, Scottish Calvinism could not stand up to the
attacks of Burns (particularly in his creating the
character "Holy Willie"), James Clark regarded Burns
as the greatest voet and prophet of all time. One
can see now how much Burns's humane, relaxed, sceptical,
equalitarian voetry helped to form the present outlook
of Australia, which received so many Scottish mirrants.
James Clark had a truly Scottish dislike of
Catholicism., (He firmly believed the extraordinary
legend of "Fope doan"). But he believed in what he
called "the broad principles of the Christian religion",

and thought that they ought to be taucht in all schools.
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The system of "indentured'" labour in Queensland
was broucht to an end in 1906, when all the islanders

were repatriated, except to a small minority who

aoreferred to stay.

There was a British naval base at Bowen 1n
surth Queensland - the vwosuibility ot war with the
Ru.sian Fleet bhased in Vladivostok led to an all=-
round strengthening of Pacific defences - but Gauta;n
Towns had good reason to xeen away from it, as his
hactivities were already hizhly suspect. So he
gevelnped his own much inferior harbour, to w:nich he
gave his own name (a large artificial harbour has since
been constructed). It remained a very small port
until the Charters Towers gold rush. Scott Dawson
and Stewart, while primarily a textile firm, also
imported many other kinds of merchandise. Delivery
was of course very slow, but it was possible to or.er
by cable, since the com letion in 1872 of a telegraph
line across Central Australia linking to the rest of
the world through Darwin aad Java. But the messajes
had to go a longz way round, aad be many times

repeated by telegraphists. There were no electrical

repeaters in those days, and the telegraphist had to

read the flickerinz light from a mirror palvanometer,
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Orders were telegraphed in code, and the displace=
ment of a single letter could have costly consequences.
You could have your messaze repeated, but had to pay

twice, unless an error was discovered.

Life in the tropics before refrigeration had been

discovered is almost heyond our imagination. Butter
was imvorted from iew Zealand in casks, but it
: L arrived as a rancid oil, and he developed a lifelung
aversion to butter from these days. Cattle had to
‘be slauchtered for their hides and tallow only, and
most of the meat thrown away. Some of it was fed to
horses - believe it or not. But refrigerated trans-
port of meat on long sea voyares was beling pioneered
to that time, and during the 1880's James Clark
played a larre part in starting Queensland HMeat
Eiﬁgrt.ﬂnmpany in Townsville. He seems to have
had several business ventures at that time, and to
h%@g=alﬁaady amassed a fortune, which was much
minished in 1889 through one of the partners

ST RS |
ng speculated unsuccessfully with the firm's funds.

80's which are now with Dr Claire Clark (wife

= o q_- F_ __ ? L -
o1 S ;ﬂ*-:—-';'ﬁ.‘t—:..{.. . SR e I . : : :
“h%%t%ﬁﬂ'ﬂlﬂrk’ 6 Scarborough Street, Redhill,
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Je She herself comes from Townsville and




is a profe. .ional historian. They recount long
journeys on horseback, crossine flooded rivers,
danzers from crucodiles, and also from aborigines,
who in thi region were much more militant than in

ths rest of Australia.

At some time durin~ the 1880's he returned to
Scotlind to see his family. The journey took him
across the United States, which he found very
interesting. He attended one of the well=known

"Moody and Sankey" relipious revival and hymn=singing

&

meetin,

In 1890, with the agreement of his partners, he
went on a purchasing exwedition to Japan, belng one
of the first foreign merchants to do so (he always
remembered the intense luminescence of the Banda Sea
at night, as the ship a+nroached the Equator). The
police required him to travel in Japanese costume, in
order not to look too conspicuouse. He made large
purchases of textiles and "fancy goods", on which the
firm made a satisfactory rrofit,

He travelled exteusiveiy in Janan, including a
iﬁﬂfﬁeﬂ to the far llorth, whe: he saw som: of the Ainu,

srimitive tribesmen who had lived th..e before the

Japanese, white-skinned and hairy. On either the



outward or return journey he visited Canton, perhaps

with scce idea of doiag business. What struck him
most was the stiflinz control of all business by

trade suilds.

Soon afterwards he moved to Brisbane, and built
a large wooden house which he called Dunsinane, which
remained standinz until 1946, Tt had a magrni ficent
rilliard room, an aviary, and a larre garden 1in whiFh
he crew pinea "nles. He shared it with other bachelons,
including Bousfield, headmaster of the (irammar School,
;nd Beirhe, who became & larre department store
proprietor.

In 1893 he lost a lot of stock in the great
Brisbane River flood, and worked in the rescue teams.
He escaped the effects of the banking collapse of the
same year through having taken out an insurance on
his bank account, and acquired fame through lending

money to Tyson, the richesi rrazier in wueensland,

who was out of funds at the time. When 1 came to

_%ﬁgﬁ in Brisbane in 1938 I found several of the older

'ﬁﬁ_émgggmgn who remembered him. "His word was his bond"

He was one of the first to instal electric

“Eﬁi?aﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ business nremises,
T ;_\_I'._ 3 =0 i
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the Great Circle takes ships fairly far South. But
he was one of the few people who have ever seen the
Antarctic islands of Kerruelen, Amsterdam and St. raul'se

In those 'nyvs before radio one ship each year was

required to deviate to these islands in case there

might be any castaway sailors on them: stores of

food had been left for this nossibility. His move

to South Africa was apparently as a selling arent for

Queensland Meat Export, among other things. The

gQueensland Club stood him a farewell dinner of some

12 courses, customary in those days. Arparently

through his friendship with General Owen, who had

commanded the Queensland Militia in the 1890's, he

got an introduction to General Kitchener (whose name

he pave to his second son) and probably some Army

contacts. He was a friend of (and was sometimes

mistaken for) Dr Jameson, of the famous Jameson

Raid into Boer territory. In 1899 James Clark

.ﬁﬂﬁ;ﬁﬂuﬁnﬂrlaﬁi train to get out of Johannesburg

' do not know what he was doing there) before the




and th crowning piece of Soutk African gossip, that
he had a portable commode (but this was understandable
in the days when it was still believed that dysentry
was spread by contagion, rather than by contaminated

food and water),
It is true that in the later stages of the boer
War the British Army disgraced itself by burning

down farm houses and herding civilians into concen-

tration camps. But the Boers were not hlameless.

In 1899 his friend Dr Moolran, a veterinary scientist,
Hhad his home and all his scientific instruments and
records destroyed by a raiding Boer commando.

By this time he had amassed a substantial for-
tune in South African and Australian securities and
was leading a life of comparative lelsure.

In Avril 1904, now aged 47, at a ship-board
party for departing travellers, he met Marion Nelly
Jolly, who had come to South Africa with an LRAM

qualification as a music teacher. Attachment was

jiate, and he wrote her a laove poem (several

"' notions of prooriety, forbade it,

ere married in Octoter 1904 at her father's
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o Orfen
home at Water ORton, ttren a village, now a suburb

of Birmingham. Then (it appears) he was absent
in Australia when I was vorn in Westminster in

November 1905, then the family returned to South
Africa wiere Kenneth was born in September 1907.
Apparently there was a suggestion of living in
Brisbane, which Marion Clark rejected. In Brisbane
the family fortunes might have been very different,
On marriage she had been endowed with a large

Naettlemeni" and much jewellery. These all had to

e 1907 was a year of world-wide stock exchange

collapse, and the South African mining and Australian

industrial shares in which most of his fortune was

invested fell more heavily than the rest. His

notebook tells a sad storye.

The family went to England in 1908 or 1909 and

S tala L
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ved modestly, first in the London suburb of Bromley
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nember a Christmas there), then in Folkestone.

Ssi

od he was engaged on various business

3

ing the promotion of patents taken
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~ He made

another voyage to Australia to see to various

busiiness matters, The ship on which he returned

called at Plymouth, where Marion Clark went to meet

him, and they decided that they liked the neighbour-

hood (maybe he found that it bore a little more

resemblance to Queensland than did the rest of England) .,
After a short period in lodgings, early in 1910 he

took the lease of Glen View in Mannamead where Margaret
was born in 1911, and Malcolm in 1913, and where the

family remained until 1918,

The great issues in politics at this time were the
powers of the House of lLords, and Irish Home Rule. He
had a egreat opinion of his fellow-(ilaswegian Bonar Law,
who had recently succeeded to the leadership of the
Conservative Party, and whose speeches on Ireland came
close to advocacy of Civil war. IEn 19135, teying to
understand what it was all about, I asked my father
what the King was doing about the Irish dispute., '"He
may lose his Throne over it'", was the stern reply.

‘ -ﬁiiéﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ we now know, George V was making a states-
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He was most displeased

ad purchased a jam and confectionery
:'r!:ll :




low w
W wages of those days, Buying fruit, particularly

apples for pectin, pave him reason for long walks to

call on farmers nearby, which he much enjoyed, With

the outbreak of war in 1914 there was a great shortage

of sugar (before 1914 Britain used to import larre
amounts of continental beet sugar) and the confectionery
business came to an end. The jam business however

did well, with larse naval contracts. In those days
‘sailors on the larger warships, and in barracks,

formed their own messes and made their own purchases,
and his jan was undoubtedly very good, even though

the :_j::ar.ﬁ were inappropriately labelled with quotations
from Burns.

He never forgot that he was a Scotsman, not only

rinking Scotch whisky and hav ing a copy of "The

-
Gl -
i -
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ons. He greatly enjoyed hearingz Harion with

11@. L '." : 'ﬂ‘::ju'lﬁgﬁ.;.l

ing Scottish songs, 'Coming
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o gin I were were the Gardie rins',
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t passionate of love songs, 'Bonnie Mary
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In 1915, when the going was good, he leased a

second home, for weekends and holidays, at Newton

Ferrers, then only accessible by river steamer from
the Yealmpton railway. This became the family's
sole hnme ﬁfter the end of 1918, He did not renew
the leasc¢ of the Plymouth Louse after it had been
damazed in a fire 1lit by two hoys to cover up their
thefts from it (their parents were implicated, but
escaped conviction through the skiiful advocacy of
the Liberal-politician-lawyer Isaac Foot, father

. of Michael Foot, Dingle oot etc. Once I was
debating in the Oxford Union against Hichael Fcot,
= 4 brought the house down by saying that my first
acquaintance with the TFoot family was wnen my

fatner's house was burrled.)

While the 1914-18 war brought naval contracts,
it also brought greatly increased taxation, and his
Australian dividends had to pay double tax, in those
days before international tax treaties. Lven before
the Armietice of Hovember 1918 naval contracts were
being cut back heavily. lieanwhile wages had been
greatly increased by Trade Board orders, and the
excellent jam produced could not conpete, to an

el

‘undiscriminating public, with the cheansr and coarser
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.at the beginning of 1920 his love of horticulture

~ led him to the mistaken step ol leasing a house, glass-

i

nouses and 10 acres of gardea from Lord Morley's

. Salt .m estate, close to Flymouth. It certainly
made & beauti) «} home. But the purdeas, which had
been desizned or more spacious times of aristocratic

abundance, had been badly neplected during the war,

| .; and would have required a »reat deal of labour to

L
-

B resuscitate themnm. oven Liien they could not possibly

have made a rrofit in competition witn commercial

3 ..;'-""""*'t-'fti*i::tilture In 1926 he had to surrender his
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- it | fam s+ to Dunsford, aear Zxeter, 9 D
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Having up £i1l then enjoye:! reasonably (ood

comslaining about England's

o et climate ) in July 1927 he had a bad attack

and had to have all his teeth

pecause of nin ane and Lhe state of
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the five children of William and Marion Jolly.
Williem's wife had been Marion Hart,

birth,

and there are still Yeuletts living near Braintree.

MARION NELLIE CLAKK

on August 31st 1880, the eldest of
The name Jolly was Eué%nut, and

and was nineteen at the time of my mother's

My mother was born in Birmingham

There was also an Essex connection with a farming family called Yeulett,
I think that this was on the

Hart aida1ﬁ£ the family, My mother had two brothers and two sistersy 'Buff', a

nickname for the elder brother, died as quite a young man,
doctor, and had one son Richard Haines, an anatomist,
a highly successful firm of London undertakers, and had several chi

Jessie married a

and Madge married a Kenyon,
ldren, Frank,

the youngest, stayed in Birmingham, and did very well in business.

Nellie, as her family called her, (but not my father, who always

used Marion), went to King Edward's School, Birmingham, and proved to be musical,

and to have a good soprano voice.
London at the turn of the century, and took her LRAM in singing and piano, gaining

a bronze medal for singing.
allow her to do this, and to finance it.

She entered the Royal Academy of Misic in

Her parents must have been progressive people to
She had a beautiful voice, and when I

vas a child I would sit on the stairs in Plymouth and listen to her singing

Mozart tc guests after dinner,

I was supposed to be in bed, needless to say.

Perhaps during her stay in London, she met Mother Cecile, the Mother Superior

of the South African House of the Anglican Community of the Resurrection, and

was invited to go out to Africa with them to help with the music for their

Services.
parents could gccept this as a2 possible vieit for her, and her Album has a

She told me once that she had gone'to teach the nuns to sing'. Her

poem

written by Sister Marcia, dated April 15th 1903, while they were travelling to
Cape Town on the Royal Mail Steamer, 'Walmar Castle’,

father while in South Africa, and became engaged to him.

I do not know how long she stayed with the Community, but she met my

There are two entries

made by him in the Album, one signed James Clark, but by August 3rd, 1904, it

was 'Jim', and he wrote her a poem.

I
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'"Twae in the montn of April

When first I met my Marion

And never can forget her,

For Memory in its hours of pride

Midst pearly gems hath set her,
This is followed by a quotation, probably from Burns, My mother came home for
her marriage, on October 18th, 1904, at Water Orton Church, Warwlckshire,
followed by a honeymoon at the Royal Hotel, Bath., Ae far as I know, it was a
very happy marriage. My father always treated my mother with great courtesy
and respect, and I never heard them quarrel, even when things went so wrong for
them at the end of my father's life,

The story of their life together, and of the birth of their four
children, Colin in 1905, Kenneth in 1907, myself in 1911 and Malcolm in 1913,
is told in my father's biography, which Colin has written, up to the time of my
father's death in August 1927. Circumstances were very difficult, but my mother
behaved with great courage, and found various ways of making some money. She

worked for the Accra Diocesian Association, in an honorary capacity, but with
some payment, collecting funds which were sent out to the Gold Coast, as Ghana
was then ocalled, for religious and educational purposes. Shortly after my
father's death, she pald a visit to Africa, staying with the Anglican Bishop

of Accra, John Aglionby, a family friend, in order to see more of the work being
done. She started writing,and a number of her etories about Africa were publisghed
on the back page of the (then) Manchester Guardian, very much in the top flight
of journalism at that time,and for which she received £5 for a thousand words,
then a high rate of pay. Some of these stories were collected into a book,

'The Graven Image', and published by John Lane, The Bodley Head in 1939, at a
bad time for publicity, Just before the War., She used the Yeulett name for this
book, and for much of her writing, perhaps thinking it more memorable than Clark,
I remember that a reviewer compared her to Katherine Mansfield, and that gave
her much pleasure,

During the thirties she moved to London, renting a small house in

New Street, now Maunsel Street, between Horseferry Road and Vincent Square,
Westminster, and was there when the War statted in September 1939, She was




jersuaded to leave London for the safety of Devonshire for a while, but soon
/yent back again in spite of all our efforts to keep her in the country, and was
15 the house when it was bombed during the blitz on London in December, 1940.
The house was badly damaged, she was not actually hurt, but had a severe atrnk:
two days later. We knew that her blood pressure was high, but there was no drug
‘treatment available in those days, and the doctors could only advise rest, and
ghe was too active for that, in spite of a bad arthritic hip, which made walking
difficult. I was called to London from Linton, Cambridgeshire, to find her
paralysed and speechless, in a nursing home, There was no National Health to
help then, and no recovery could be expected, but we were able to move her to
a nursing home in Cambridge, where I could be with her as often as possible, and
she died on February 2nd 1942, a sad end to the life of a very vigorous and
exciting person.




